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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3663 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: CO-FOUNDER LEAVES NEW REPUBLIC PARTY AFTER LOSING 
INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLES 

REF: A) PRETORIA 3397, B ) CAPE TOWN 72 

1 . SUMMARY: THEO GERDENER, A CO-FOUNDER OF THE NEW REPUBLIC 
PARTY, RESIGNED HIS LEADERSHIP POST JULY 23 AFTER LOSING 
INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLES WITH NEWCOMMER JOHAN PRINS AND 
PARLIAMENTARY LEADER RADCLYFFE CADMAN. PRINS, AS A RESULT, 

HAS EMERGED A MAJOR FIGURE IN THE NRP AND HAS REVERSED HIS 
PREVIOUS PLAN TO BOLT THE PARTY. HE WILL BE THE NRP CANDIDATE 
IN AN UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTION THAT WILL BE 
CRUCIAL TO THE PARTY’S FUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THEO GERDENER, WHO LED HIS TINY DEMOCRATIC PARTY INTO 
UNION WITH THE UNITED PARTY (UP) TO FORM THE NEW PARLIAMENTARY 
OPPOSITION, THE NEW REPUBLIC PARTY (NRP), RESIGNED HIS LEADER- 
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SHIP POST JULY 23. IN A LETTER TO INTERIM CHAIRMAN SIR DE 
VILLIERS GRAAFF, GERDENER SAID HE COULD NO LONGER SUPPORT 
THE THREE- WEEK OLD ALLIANCE BECAUSE IT WAS MAKING THE SAME 
MISTAKES THAT LED TO THE UP’S DEMISE AND LACKED THE FINANCES 
AND LEADERSHIP NECESSARY TO BULD AN EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION. 

GERDENER DENIED PRESS SPECULATION THAT HE HAD RESIGNED 
BECAUSE OF A POWER STRUGGLE WITH YOUNG AFRIKANER LEADER 
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DR. JOHAN PRINS OR BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN REBUFFED BY PARLIA- 
MENTARY LEADER RADCLYFFE CADMAN WHEN HE REQUESTED THAT HE BE 
NAMED HEAD OF THE NRP INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY SECRETARIAT. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION JULY 21 WITH AN EMBOFF, PRINS 
INDICATED THAT GERDENER MIGHT RESIGN RATHER THAN BE SHUNTED 
ASIDE INTO A PARTY SINECURE. PRINS, WHO HAD THREATENED TO 
LEAD A PARTY BOLT IF HE WERE NOT GIVEN A POSITION ON THE 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL OR IF CADMAN WERE NAMED PARTY LEADER 
(REF A), SAID HE AND GRAAFF HAD HAD A SERIES OF NEGOTIATIONS 
ON THESE ISSUES. GRAAFF, FACED WITH A CHOICE BETWEEN PRINS, 

WHO COMMANDS THE SUPPORT OF THE PARTY'S YOUNG AFRIKANERS, 

AND GERDENER, WHO HAS NO SIGNIFICANT FOLLOWING INSIDE OR 
OUTSIDE THE PARTY, SIDED WITH PRINS. PRINS SAID GRAAFF GAVE 
HIM GUARANTEES THAT HE (PRINS) AND HIS SUPPORTERS WOULD BE 
GIVEN EXECUTIVE POSITIONS IN THE PARTY AND THAT NO PERMANENT 
PARTY LEADER WOULD BE NAMED UNTIL NEXT YEAR. AS A RESULT 
PRINS WITHDREW HIS THREAT TO BOLT AND ACCEPTED THE NRP 
NOMINATION FOR THE UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTION IN 
JOHANNESBURG LATER THIS YEAR. GERDENER, WHO HAD BEEN ANGLING 
FOR THAT NOMINATION, LOST HIS POWER STRUGGLE AND RESIGNED A 
FEW DAYS LATER. 

3. THE PRESS SPECULATED THAT PRINS' ONLY OPPOSITION IN WHAT 
WILL BE A CRUCIAL ELECTION WOULD COME FROM THE LIBERAL 
PROGRESSIVE-REFORM PARTY (PRP). THE PRP IS REPORTEDLY QUITE 
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POPULAR IN THE DISTRICT. IF. AS IS EXPECTED, THE PRP NOMINATES 
JUDGE KOWIE MARAIS, AUTOR OF THE 14 POINTS DESIGNED TO CREATE 
A UNITED OPPOSITION (REF B), PRINS WILL START AT A DISAD- 
VANTAGE. PRINS SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE INCUMBENT, NRP MEMBER. 

G.F. JACOBS, WILL VACATE THE SEAT ONLY WHEN PRINS FEELS THAT 
THE PARTY'S PROSPECTS HAVE IMPROVED. PRINS SPECULATED THAT 
THE ELECTION WOULD BE IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER, AND THAT A 
VICTORY WILL GIVE THE NRP SOME NEEDED MOMENTUM JUST BEFORE 
THE 1978 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION OPENS. 

4. COMMENT: THE PRESS VIEWED GERDENER'S SURPRISE ANNOUNCE- 
MENT AS A DEVASTATING BLOW TO THE PARTY. HOWEVER, SINCE 
GERDENER CARRIED LITTLE POLITICAL WEIGHT, HIS RESIGNATION 
WILL LIKELY NOT HAVE A MAJOR IMPACT. THE PARTY DECIDED THAT 
PRINS AND HIS YOUNG AFRIKANERS REPRESENT MORE POTENTIAL 
POWER AND INFLUENCE THAN GERDENER, AND IT SACRIFICED THE 
LATTER TO ASSURE THE ALLEGIANCE OF THE FORMER. 

5. THE PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTION WILL BE CRUCIAL FOR THE 
FUTURE OF BOTH THE PRP AND NRP. IF THE NRP WINS. IT WILL 
INDICATE THAT PRESS PREDICTIONS OF ITS IMPENDING DEMISE ARE 
EXAGGERATED AND THAT ITS MODERATE, CENTRIST PLATFORM IS 
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VIABLE AND HAS SOME POPULAR APPEAL. IF THE PRP WINS, IT WILL 
GAIN FURTHER MOMENTUM FOR ITS CAMPAIGN TO BECOME THE PARLIA- 
MENTARY OPPOSITION. 

BOWDLER 
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